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This lovely picture above was 
his piece of memory when he 
spent “ngabuburit” time in 
2019. After all this time, we 
still fight the corona virus. 
How about they who lived in 
another nation to study? Let’s 
hear the story from Arif 
Rohman who is studying Ph.D 
at University of Leeds.

o w  i t  i s  m y  3 r d NRamadan in the UK. I 
started to fast in the 

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  i n  a 
challenging situation, while 
the summer was on the peak 
back in 2018. The time I need 
to spend on fasting is almost 
19 hours! I usually eat sahoor 
at 02.00, pray for Fajr, then 
sleep until 10 AM (or more), 
then I have the Iftar at 21 
something depend on which 
day. 

Even the Isya is around 22.00, 
but the mosque is starting the 
Taraweeh at 23.00. I still 
remember that in someday, the 
Taraweeh was ended at 00.30. 

No, I am not whining, I just 
amazed. Why? Because we 
need to eat for sahoor less than 
2 hours later. I always thought 
that England, and almost 
Europe, it hard to find a 
mosque. It turns out I was 
wrong.

P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  c i t y 
(especially a big city like 
London, Birmingham), has 
lots of big mosques. I live in 
Leeds City, in the middle of the 
United Kingdom. In this city 
alone it has 5 mosques I can 
use for Jamaah (include 
Taraweeh), and it's only 10 to 
15 minutes walk from my 

accommodation. This excludes 
the University Mosque. 

Yes, we have a mosque at the 
university! Something I never 
imagined before.

Ramadhan before Covid-19 

For the last two Ramadan, I had 
experienced that the people in 
the UK are very welcome to 
this event. Almost in every 
corner of the city, we have a 
sign like "Happy Ramadan or a 
Happy Eid",  "Ramadhan 
Mubarak", and so on. 

This happened maybe because 
lots of Muslim Descendant 
live across the UK, especially 
people  f rom the Bri t ish 
Commonwealth area like 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Big 
supermarket chain like Tesco, 
ALDI, and Morrison give 
special discount for their 
products. So it's common for 
us to shop groceries together 
with family or friend as a part 
of "ngabuburit". 

Indonesian community (PPI) 
or Indonesian Islamic Society 
(KIBAR) always throw some 
events, the most often, of 
course, the Iftar session. 
Usually, we (I, when I was 
alone) have Iftar at the senior 
student's house (students with 
family) or the Leeds Grand 
Mosque. Last year, PPI held an 
Iftar combined with "Nobar" 
the Champions League Final. 

But this was before Covid19 
strike us hard.
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amadan during Covid19 Rmaybe not too hard in 
physical, because we all 

stay at home. We miss the 
gathering. Since last March, all 
the mosque was closed. No 
jamaah pray, no taraweeh, no 
Itikaf, and the most important is 
no Iftar. It felt like now almost 
like what I thought when I was 
not arrived in the UK. Fasting 
alone, without mosque activity 
and friends. 

Luckily I still have my family 
here, so we all do the Ramadan 
Activity together. My kids learn 
to memorise surah, learn how 
some of du'a, make a Ramadan 
card and learn how to pray. Also, 
b e c a u s e  I  j o i n  i n  t h e 
Muhammadiyah UK (PCIM) 
and I have the capability in 
Spatial Analysis, I helped to 
model Covid19 in the early 
stage. With Nahdatul Ulama UK 

Ramadhan in UK while 
Covid-19 Pandemic

(PCNU), we created online 
discussion to discuss what PCIM 
and PCNU can do in this hard 
time. 

The community still trying to 
find ways to fill the missed 
R a m a d a n  r o u t i n e  w h i l e 
pandemic. KIBAR created an 
online Islamic Study (pengajian) 
every week. With the help of 
technology, KIBAR-Leeds also 
made the "khataman" Al-Quran 
online back in 17 Ramadan. 
These helped to made us felt that 
we are in Ramadan atmosphere. 

PPI also created an online quiz 
before Iftar, even though not 
related to Islam because we are 
mix religion, made me happy to 
spent "ngabuburit" together with 
them. Indonesian Embassy 
(KBRI) as our parents in the UK, 
besides helping us with all the 
things about Covid19 like permit 

This helped to attracted all the 
muslim across the UK to join 
with it. This contest reduce the 
misery we have because every 
year for Eid Fitri or Eid Adha, 
KBRI always do the Open House 
to gather all Indonesian in the 
UK. 

C o v i d 1 9  h a d  c h a n g e d 
everything.

N o t  o n l y  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s 
mentioned above but also the 
way we think. Before this, I 
always believe that nothing can 
change  the  way  we  l i ve , 
including Ramadan activity. 

But now, I can feel that 
we are human is so small. 
Smaller than the covid19 

virus itself. We are 
helpless, so what can be 

boasted about our 
achievement? 

This Ramadan during pandemic 
a lso  reminds  me tha t  the 
essential thing to enliven the 
Ramadan is not the mosque, not 
the drum (bedug) beat for 
waking up at sahoor, and not the 
friends or family that accompany 
us during this. 

The most important is to feel 
other people in needs feel. It 
doesn't matter where we are and 
what position. May all of us 
always be protected by Allah 
SWT. 

p a p e r  a n d  h e a l t h 
monitoring, also held 
some Ramadan Contest 
this year. Collaborate 
with KIBAR-UK, this 
y e a r  K B R I  t h r o w 
contest for every age 
level.
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